
 
Greetings! 

Patapsco Trail Fest is ON! 

The weather forecast looks good and we are looking forward to a great PTF 2019! 

 

Please take 5 minutes and read through this important information! 
 

1. Welcome!  Trail Fest is being presented by a consortium of nonprofit organizations that work to promote 
and preserve the Patapsco Valley. These dedicated groups include Friends of Patapsco Valley State Park, 
Patapsco Heritage Greenway, Mountain Club of Maryland, MORE, White Oak Running Company, Bigfoot 
Endurance, Baltimore Canoe and Kayak Club, Muddy Pedals, Mid Atlantic Climbers, the American Alpine 
Club, the Howard County Conservancy and Adventures for the Cure.  Trail Fest is a low-key, community event. 
A gathering of folks who are committed to the stewardship of PVSP. This is your park and your community, get 
involved! 

 

2. Any proceeds from the event go directly to Patapsco Valley State Park.  The pricing structure for all of the 
programming at Trail Fest is based on a break even model. Be sure to say thank you to the folks who have 
donated an enormous amount of time and energy to produce this event.  

 

3. 100% No Landfill - IMPORTANT PLEASE READ.  

That’s right, this is very important! In accordance with MD State Park policy and our desire to have this event 
be as “green” as possible, We will not have trash facilities at the event.  Please do not put any trash in 
the recycling containers, our volunteers (your friends and family) will have to manually pick it out! (We 
will have a robust recycling program in place.) Event participants must bring their own water bottle or reusable 
cup, as cups will not be provided at the aid stations or the venue. 

We are proud of this effort and we can do it together, so thank you in advance for your partnership and please 
- PLAN AHEAD - PACK IN, PACK OUT. 

 

4. Carpool/Parking:  If you have been to previous events you know parking at PVSP is limited; you may have 
to walk/cycle a ways to get to the start/finish area. Be prepared, be patient and it will all work out fine. If you are 
directed to park alongside the road, please ensure that two wheels are off the road. Portions of the park roads 
are part of course routes - please watch out for and yield to event participants and always lookout for children. 

Parking at Daniels, Hollofield Station, and Alberton will minimal if any - please take the shuttle, or hike/ride to 
these locations. 

 

 

 



5. Food.  There will be great food trucks at the event each day serving some killer food, including Java Cruiser 
for breakfast and lunch, and lunch with Dizzy Cow and Bistro Lunchbox. Vouchers are required to get food. 
One voucher is included with registration for bikers, runners, and volunteers; vouchers for friends, family, 
spectators, climbers, kayaks and hikers are available for purchase from the Friends of Patapsco State Park. 
We are keeping it easy for everyone and making all meals $12. (Please see the schedule for serving times) 

 

6. 21+ Drink.  Yes. Thank you, Reckless Ale Works, Manor Hill, Union Craft Brewing and Diamondback 
Brewing for supporting Patapsco!  Beers are $5. Of course, if you have registered for a paid event or 
volunteering your first two beers are included! 

 

7. Camping.  There will be two camping areas, one quiet/family camping and one closer to the start finish that 
might be more lively. These camping areas are not PVSP’s typical camping areas and have been approved 
just for this event. Therefore there will be no campfires allowed in the camping area, but you can use your 
propane stove, no prob. (We’ll have central fire pit area) The camping areas are within walking distance to 
bathrooms with running water and flush toilets. Camping will open Friday at 4 pm, all campers must arrive 
before 7 pm. 

 

8. Showers - Negative - but, the bathrooms have running water and flush toilets. 

 

9. Kids events - IMPORTANT PLEASE READ.  

Trail Fest is a family event. Playgrounds, forest, moon bounce, REI sMORE’s party, hikes, runs, rides! 

The Pickall Area of PVSP is heavily forested with steep grades and access to the Patapsco river. 

Please be prepared to supervise your children, during events and throughout the weekend. 

Parents, please note the kid’s rides are on very difficult terrain, off road, rocky, rooty, singletrack, natural 
surface trail. It has hills, varying uneven surfaces, and small stream crossings. It will be fun, there will be tears, 
be prepared to express lots of love and encouragement. Please, no kids in child seats on the back of your bike 
or riding with training wheels. While the distances may seem short, these trails are VERY difficult.  Each of our 
kids ride leaders are experienced and will be making the call during the ride about ride length, and may 
potentially modify the route.  Our #1 focus for the kid’s rides is fun and safety.  

Riding with your child is strongly recommended. 

 

10.  Hikes.  Hikers should wear sturdy shoes or hiking boots. No flip-flops, please!  Pace for the hikes will be 
appropriate for novice to experienced hikers. Family groups encouraged. A water bottle or two, hat and 
sunscreen are highly encouraged. Hikes will be lead by members of the Mountain Club of Maryland, a local 
organization of hikers and trail maintainers, and the family/scavenger hunt hike will be led by the Howard 
County Conservancy.  All hikes are day of registration beginning at 8am. 

 

11. Plogging.  What is plogging?  It is a combination of jogging with picking up litter.  It’s a running/hiking race 
where not only does time count, but also the amount of trash collected on the route - our partners at PHG are 
running this event and we think it will be a blast.  Plogging is day of registration, we anticipate that this event 
will be popular and be advised it may quickly fill to capacity. 

 

 



12. Climbing.  The climbing events will take place at Alberton Rocks, about ½ mile from the event 
headquarters, from 10am to 2pm on Sunday. Parking in this area is very limited (basically no parking) - the 
Maryland Park Service will be running a shuttle from 9:30am to 3pm to Alberton Rocks.  Climbing is day of 
registration, we anticipate that this event will be popular and be advised it may quickly fill to capacity, sign up 
for climbing at registration beginning at 8am. 

 

13. Kayaking.  The kayaking events take place at the Daniels Area about 1 mile from event headquarters from 
10am to 2pm on Sunday.   Parking at this area of the park is very limited (basically no parking) - the Maryland 
Park Service will be running a shuttle from 9:30am to 3pm to Daniels.  Kayaking is day of registration, we 
anticipate that this event will be popular and be advised it may quickly fill to capacity, sign up for kayaking at 
registration beginning at 8am. 

 

14. Cell Phone Coverage.  It’s pretty good in this area of the park but may be limited on some of the courses. 

 

15. Pets are prohibited in the Pickall Area of Patapsco Valley State Park as well as any part of our event.  We 
have tried in the past but unfortunately our four legged friends have presented challenges.  We love our dogs!, 
but please leave Fido at home. 

 

16. The trails are open to all users, all weekend. The trails are being shared between a variety of activities 
and with the general public. Every effort has been made group users of similar speed and ability but some 
variation may occur. Please display the excellent trail etiquette that Patapsco trail users are known for!  

Volunteers are stationed throughout the route to assist and direct you throughout the course. If you need help, 
please notify one of them and we will work to assist you. If you leave the route we may not be able to help and 
you will be on your own. Several portions of the routes are close to the active railroad lines.  With the exception 
of the assisted crossing at Old Frederick Road, you should never cross directly over the railroad tracks. 

Our dedicated volunteers have worked hard to mark the course.  Please review the routes and have a good 
knowledge of where you are in the Patapsco trail system.  While much of the course is very close to suburban 
areas and landmarks, the park does have a backcountry feel.  Be prepared, be in touch, be safe! 

 

17.  Interested in volunteering?    patapscotrailfestvolunteer@gmail.com 

 

18. Contact the Event:   info@fpvsp.org  

 

19. Contact the Event by phone:  410.463.1301 (weekend of event only) 

 

20: Have fun, bring your best, most positive PVSP vibes and be safe! 
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Schedule of Events  - (as of 9/12/19)  
Subject to change 

 
Friday, Sept. 13 
8:00 am Venue Set Up Begins 

4:00 pm Friday Camping opens 

6:00 - 8:00 pm Early MTB Packet pickup 

 
 
Saturday, Sept. 14 
6:00 am Venue opens 

6:30 am Breakfast Food Truck begins serving 

7:00 -10:00 am MTB Packet pick up 

8:45 am 32 Mile Race brief 

9:00 am MTB Joe’s Bike Shop 32 Mile Race begins 

9:05 am MTB 32 Mile Ride begins 

10:20 am Enduro and 20 MIler race/ride brief 

10:30 am Reckless Enduro begins 

11:00 am MTB 20 Mile Ride begins 

11:25 am Craig Pool Lucky 12 Miler Ride brief 

11:30 am Craig Pool Lucky 12-Miler begins 

11:30 am Food Trucks begin serving 

11:30 am 7.9 Mile Trolley Trail Tacocats Long Kids Ride 

12:00 pm 4.2 Mile Catonsville Bolts Medium Kids Ride 

12:30 pm 1.4 Mile Mini Pedals Short Kids Ride 

2:00 - 5:00 pm Run packet pick up 

2:00 pm Podiums 

3:00 pm Race Pace Short track events begin 

4:00 pm Saturday Camping Opens 

4:15 pm All racers/riders finished, courses swept 

7:00 pm Campfire REI sMOREs party 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sunday, Sept. 15 
 
6:30 am Breakfast Food Truck begins serving 

6:30 – 7:30 am Day of 26.2 and 13.1 packet pickup 

7:50 am Race Briefing for Marathon and Half Marathon runners 

8:00 am Marathon and Half Marathon race start 

8:00 am Registration for Kayaking, Climbing and Plogging opens 

8:50 am Race briefing for 11k runners 

9:00 am 11K run start 

9:30 am Shuttle begins for Alberton/Daniels 

9:50 am Race briefing for 6k runners 

10:00 am  6k run start 

10:00 am - 2 pm Kayaks at Daniels with Baltimore Canoe and Kayak Club 
Climbing at Alberton with Mid Atlantic Climbers and American Alpine Club 

 
10:15 am 8 Mile Long Hike with Mountain Club of MD 

10:30 am 5 Mile Medium Hike with Mountain Club of MD 

10:30 am 1 Mile Family Hike & Scavenger Hunt with Howard County Conservancy 

10:30-11:45 am Kids 1 mile run registration 

11:30 am Food Trucks begin serving 

12:00 pm Kids 1 Mile Run begins 

12:30pm PHG Plogging at Hollofield Station 

3:00 pm Shuttle ends for Alberton/Daniels 

4:00 pm Runner cut off time 

6:00 pm Hangout/Breakdown 

 

 
Monday Sept. 17 
 
10am - 4pm Event wrap up with MPS and vendor pick ups 

 
 
 


